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Our Vision
We envision a nation where healthy living is equitable across 

communities and every person has access to healthful choices.



What We Do
We work with partners to advance place-based public health and 
health equity through policy, systems and environmental changes.

• Consulting
• Training
• Storytelling

• Providing Tech Tools
• Supporting Advocacy Efforts
• Disseminating Science and Best Practices

www.countertools.org www.countertobacco.org





Mapping as a public health tool

View point locations Illustrate disparities Visualize trends



Virginia Store Mapper
https://mapping.countertools.org/virginia_alcohol/

• 16,704 retailer point 
locations based on 2021 
license list

• Removed select store 
types (wholesalers, 
shipping)
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Questions we can answer by 
mapping alcohol outlets

Data Visualization Data Analysis Data Synthesis

• Where are retailers 
located?
• Where are schools and 

parks?
• What is the variation in 

neighborhood 
demographics (income, 
race, age, etc.)?

• What is the retailer density?
• Which retailers are near 

youth-serving venues or 
other retailers?

• How do my measures 
change based on 
demographics? 
• How would policies impact 

retailer landscape or health 
disparities?
• How do areas compare to 

statewide rates or 
measures?



Compare Outlet Density



Identify Clusters



Increased 

alcohol 

consumption

Increased 

alcohol 

availability

Why is this important?
Increased 

public health & 

safety concerns

Including:
• violent crime
• domestic violence
• underage drinking

• traffic crashes 
• suicide
• property damage
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Livingston M. A longitudinal analysis of alcohol outlet density and domestic violence. Addiction. 2011 May;106(5):919-25. 
Snowden, A. and T. Freiburger, Alcohol outlets, social disorganization, and robberies: Accounting for neighborhood characteristics and alcohol outlet types.Social science research, 2015
Huckle T, Huakau J, Sweetsur P, Huisman O, Casswell S. Density of alcohol outlets and teenage drinking: living in an alcogenic environment is associated with higher consumption in a metropolitan setting. Addiction. 2008 Oct
Jewell R, Brown R. Alcohol availability and alcohol-related motor vehicle accidents. Applied Economics 1995;27:759-65.
Johnson, F.W., Gruenewald, P.J. and Remer, L.G. (2009), Suicide and Alcohol: Do Outlets Play a Role?. Alcoholism: Clinical and Experimental Research, 33: 2124-2133.
Wilkinson, C., & Livingston, M. (2012). Distances to on-and off-premise alcohol outlets and experiences of alcohol-related amenity problems. Drug and alcohol review, 31(4), 394-401.



Overlay Demographic Data



Higher density 
of alcohol 

outlets

Why is this important?

Romley, J.A., et al., Alcohol and environmental justice: the density of liquor stores and bars in urban neighborhoods in the UnitedStates. Journal of studies on alcohol and drugs, 2007. 68(1): p. 48-55. 
LaVeist, T.A. and J.M. Wallace, Jr., Health risk and inequitable distribution of liquor stores in African American neighborhood. SocSciMed, 2000. 51(4): p. 613-7. 
Morrison, C., P.J. Gruenewald, and W.R. Ponicki, Race, ethnicity, and exposure to alcohol outlets. Journal of studies on alcohol and drugs, 2016. 77(1): p. 68-76. 13
Berke EM, Tanski SE, Demidenko E, Alford-Teaster J, Shi X, Sargent JD. Alcohol retail density and demographic predictors of health disparities: a geographic analysis. Am J Public Health. 2010 Oct;100(10):1967-71. doi: 10.2105/AJPH.2009.170464. Epub 2010 Aug 19. 
PMID: 20724696; PMCID: PMC2936987.

Higher proportions of 
Black residents

More families living 
in poverty

Lower educational 
attainment among 

residents



Test Policy Options



Why is this important?
"The Community Preventive Services 

Task Force recommends the use of 
regulatory authority to limit alcohol 

outlet density, on the basis of sufficient 
evidence of a positive association 

between outlet density and excessive 
alcohol consumption and related 

harms."

Mapping is a tool to visualize the impact of licensing or 
zoning regulations, including health equity implications



Counter ACT



Point of Sale Alcohol Questions
• Are non-alcohol beverages (soda, water, fruit juices) placed in the same or adjacent cooler as 

alcohol beverages?  Yes or No
• Are single serving cans of alcohol available in the coolers? This includes “mini’s” of wine plus 

canned beverages that cannot be resealed regardless of size.  Yes or No
• Is alcohol displayed within 12” of youth products?  Yes or No
• Is alcohol displayed or advertised within 3 feet of the floor?  Yes or No
• Which of the following locations have advertisements for alcoholic beverages? (select all that 

apply): 
• On doors or windows outside the store 
• Outside the store anywhere other than on windows and doors (include ads on telephone 

poles, lawn signs, gas pumps, building walls, etc.) 
• Inside of the store 
• Inside the store on cooler doors 
• None of these



Alcohol Dashboard
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